The origin of common laboratory mice.
The house mouse is one of the model organisms in genetics and more than 400 inbred strains have been established. However, many of the strains are related and their ancestry can be traced back to European fancy mice inbred in the 1920s. Recent molecular studies corroborate the early historical records that assert that Japanese fancy mice were introduced into European stocks and thus contributed to the development of "old" inbred strains. Consequently, many inbred strains have genomic DNA derived from more than one subspecies of Mus musculus. The subspecific hybrid origin of common inbred strains has important bearings on the interpretation of genetic data, and the limitations that history imposes upon the currently available strains make it necessary to establish new inbred strains representing specific wild populations.